
INDEX  

 
Introduction: ………………………………………………………..……………………1  

 

1. Community Organizing  

 

1.1 What is community organizing? ……………………………………………………....7  

1.2 Saul Alinsky and his legacy…………………………………………………………...11  

1.3 Post-Alinsky Community Organizing ………………………………………………...18  

1.4 Community organizing in the world…………………………………………………. 29  

 

2. Research Methodology  

 

2.1 The notion of qualitative research…………………………………………………….37  

 

2.2 Case study #1: Community Organizing Pilot Project  

in the northern periphery of Turin  

2.2.1 Research design …………………………………………………………………….40  

2.2.2 Participant observation  

2.2.3 Positionality, reflexivity, and ethical concerns ……………………………………. 41  

2.2.4 Limitations ………………………………………………………………………….42  

2.3 Case study #2: Land for people and not for profit:  

Organizing Cissie Gool House (CGH)  

2.3.1 Research design …………………………………………………………………….43  

2.3.2 Participant observation ……………………………………………………………..44  

2.3.3 Positionality, reflexivity, and ethical concerns……………………………………...45  

2.3.4 Limitations…………………………………………………………………………..46  

 

3. Community Organizing Pilot Project in the northern periphery of Turin  

 

3.1 Introduction to the context: Northern Turin and Barriera di Milano.…………………49  

3.2 Community Organizing to Northern Turin: …………………………………...….57  

3.2.3 What does the case study want to tell? Some Key aspects form the data analysis 

………………………………………….66  

3.2.4 Make it clearer: Limits and potentials of community organizing to northern 

Turin…………………………………………………………………….80 

 

4. Land for people and not for profit: Organizing Cissie Gool House (CGH) 

 

4.1 Against Colonialism and Apartheid: A South African tradition of organizing ………87  

4.2 Introduction to the context: Western Cape and Woodstock suburb ……………….…95  

4.3 Organizing Cissie Gool House (CGH) …………………………………………….104  

4.3.1 Fieldwork and data analysis: some key aspects of the case study …………………119  

4.3.2 Toward the conclusions: potential and limits ……………………………………...125  

 

5. Organizing communities to rethink “the world as it is” …………………………. 128  

 

Conclusions …………………………………………………………………………..….141  

Bibliography ………………………………………………………………………….….148  

Sitography ………………………………………………………………………………..157  

Acknowledgments……………………………………………………………....…….…..163 


